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■Extract  from  Entry  From  Marguis  KID0'o  Diary,  22  June  ill." 

June  22nd.  191il  -  (Extract) 

At  2  p.m.  General  SUZUKI,  President  of  the  Planning  Board,  telephoned 
me  saying  that  the  report  relati^^o  the  outbreak  of  war  between  Soviet  Russia 
qnfl  Germany  had  been  received.  Foreign  Minister  MATSU  CKA  also  telephoned  me 
to  say  that  the  official  report  of  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  Soviet 
Russia^a^pemany  from  Ambassador  OSIUMA  hod  been  received.  So  I  asked 


TGKUGAilA,  the  gentlemen  in  waiting  on  duty,  to  consult  the  Imperial  convenience 
to  see  Foreign  Minister  MATSUQKA,  and  it  was  decided  that  he  would  be  granted 
an  audience  with  the  Emperor  at  5*3®  P«m.  Before  Foreign  Minister  MAT3JQKA 
had  his  audience  with  the  Emperor,  I  was  received  in  audience  by  the  Einperor  to 
present  my  opinion  based  on  my  talk  with  Prince  KONOYE  and  Baron  HIRANUMA 
last  night  as  follov/s«  There  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Premier  and  the  x‘oreign  Minister  concerning  our  foreign  policy  to  be  followed 
in  cose  of  war  breaking  out  between  Germany  and  Soviet  Russia.  As  this  war 
would  have  a  predominant  influence  upon  the  future  of  this  country,  it  was 
very  desirable  that  his  Majejty  the  Qnporojp  should  ask  foreign  Minister 
MATSU  OKA  whether  he  had  already  consulted  the  Premier  about  it  or  not,  and 
if  not,  prevail  upon  him  to  follow  Prince  KONOYE' s  opinion. 

At  5*3®  p.m.  Foreign  Minister  MATaJQKA  had  his  audienoe  with  the  Eto  - 
Peror.  After  that  I  -was  requested  to  proceed  to  the  Palace  and  was  received 
in  audience  from  6.4O  to  6.5O  p.m.  On  this  occasion,  the  *inperor  was  pleased 
to  point  out  that  the  Foreign  Minister's  policy  would  mean  Japan's  positive 
advance  to  both  the  Northern  aid  Southern  regions  and  that  it  was  quite  doubtful 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/277elc/ 


A 


¥ 

Doc.  N0.  1632»(55) 


Paso  2 


whether  or  not  the  Covernment  and  the*  Supremo  War  Comnand  would  agree  and 
whethar  or  not  auch  policy  would  ever  be  appropriate  in  consideration  of  our 
national  strength.  Dio  Majesty  looked  very  anxious  about  this  matter.  I 
therefore  telephoned  Prince  KONOIE  to  consult  with  him.  but  found  he  was  not 
at  home.  Then  I  telephoned  Boron  INHAIHMA  t0  SOy  that  it  ms  desirable  for  ' 
him  to  pay  careful  consideration  to  this  matter.  At  9.3O  p.m.  I  telephoned 
Prince  KONOYE  to  report  the  progress  of  Mr.  Matouoka’s  audience  with  the 
Snperor,  and  to  ask  him  to  act  with  prudence  at  the  Liaison  <Werenoe. 

At  OO.3O  a.m.  Prince  KONOYE  telephoned  me  to  soy  that  he  had  Just  hod  a 
visit  from  foreign  Minister  MAPaHKA,  „hc  explained  that  what  he  had  reported 
to  the  Throne  yesterday  was  his  prospect  of  the  future  and  was  never  raoant 
as  a  matter  to  be  put  into  action  immediately. 
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1  wont  t0  ny  office  at  10  a .a.  I  talked  with  the  Chief 
Aide-de-C-mp  to  the  Emperor  concerning  the  war  between 
Germany  and  Soviet  Russia.  From  10:30  a.m.  to  11  a.m.  I 
was  received  in  audience  by  the  Emperor,  and  expressed  ny 
opinion  about  such  matters  as  the  Foreign  Minister* s  report 
submitted  to  the  Throne  yesterday  and  the  future  outlook  of 
the  international  situation.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  called 
cn  mo  at  my  office  at  11:30  a.m.  I  informed  him  what  I  had 
just  reported  to  the  Throne.  At  1  D.n.  the  Chief  Aide-de- 
Canp  to  the  Emperor  called  on  me  to  report  on  matters  relative 
to  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff’s  audience  with  His  Majesty, 
the  Emperor.  Prince  Konoye  proceeded  to  the  Palace.  We 
talked  from  2:40  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  exchanging  frank  opinions  cn 
the  changed  situation  caused  by  Germany* s  war  against  Soviet 
Russia.  I  wont  to  ny  official  residence  at  4:20  p.m.  when 
I  had  a  call  from  General  SUZUKI,  President  of  the  Planning 
Board,  with  whom  I  exchanged  opinions.  He  put  forth  his 
opinion  as  to  the  unification  and  reinforcement  of  the 
Imperial  General  Headquarters.  I  agreed  in  principle,  but 
cabled  his  attention  to  the  natter  concerning  consultation 
w.-a  the  Board  of  Field  Marshals  and  Fleet  Admirals. 
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Mr.  HASHIMOTO,  Director  of  the  Police  Bureau, 
cane  to  ray  house  and  reported  about  repercussions  in 
various  circles  in  this  country.  At  9  a.n.  I  went  to 
Tokyo  Station  to  sent  off  President  WANG  CHINO  vr3T , 
j5p*u  Is,.1  J*ad  an  interview  with  Prince  KONOYE  who 
said  that  he  had  a  private  talk  with  WANG  CHING  WEI 
last  night,  when  the  latter  had  expressed  his  opinion 
regarding  general  peace  between  China  and  Japan,  saying 
that  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  general  peace, 
it  was  quite  necessary  as  a  matter  of  course  to  win  over 

Qnd  ?AJ  C!?^?erT3si»  at  the  same  tine  our 
political  demarche  to  l-HIANG  Kai-Shek  was  also  necessary. 
Since  we  have  to  ask  for  the  United  States  assistance  for 
this  purpose,  Wang  further  said,  the  pro-American  politi- 
cians  would  inevitably  gain  influence  once  more,  but  to 
meet  this  situation  we  would  have  to  get  our  comrades 
properly  posted  in  the  Government.  The  matter  of  the 
5MSSS5?nt  relations  between  CHIANG  Kai-Shek  and 
WANG  Ching-Wel  would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  TOYAMA. 
as  regards  the  Japanese  General  Array  Headouarters  in 
SnTr&Ji!  sen}?r  fleers  have  a  good  understanding  of 
our  Chinese  policy  but  the  contacts  between  "superiors 
and  inferiors",  "left  and  right",  and  "front  and  rear" 
are  bad.  In  consequence,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  carry 
out  our  Chin.se  policy  oh  the  spot.  Corrupt  practices 
of  the  Army  in  China  also  have  been  indeed' rife. 

vH+v>  9  *S2  a’?A  ftroku  NOMURA  paid  me  a  visit  to  talk 

i£?'4t  a,n#  to  1  was  received 

*hy  the  J^fror.  At  1  p.m.  I  consulted  the 
cf  Aide-de-camp  to  the  Throne  as  to  the  holding  of 
the  Liaison  Conference  and  on  other  problems.  I  went 
hone,  and  then  I  left  home  again  for  the  Empress  Dowager’s 
;a^c  to  offer  my  congratulations  on  her  birthday.  At 
t?0nChlef  of  the  Oeneral  Staff, 

and  Chief  of  the  Naval  General  Staff  proceeded  to  the 
Palace  to  report  on  the  decisions  of  the  Liaison 
conference  regarding  the  Japanese  troops’  entry  into 
French  Indo-China.  I  met  Prince  KONOYE  at  4.30  p.m. 
and  had  a  talk  with  him. 
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